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Distribution and Status of Alien Amphibians and Reptiles
in the Miyako Islands, Ryukyu Archipelago
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Abstract: From April 2003 to February 2004, field surveys were carried out for the exotic am-
phibians and reptiles in the Miyako Islands, a group of istands located hetween the Okinawa
Islands of the central Ryukyus, and the Yaeyama Islands of the southern Ryukyus. Fauna of
this island group, once erroncously referred to as a mere assemblage of broadly distributed
common species, has turned out, through a series of recent studies, to include a number of
endemic species. Thus, the surveys were aimed to accumulate data useful to develop effective
measures for conservation of such a valuable native fauna in this region. As a result, range
extensions within this island group were documented for one introduced rhacophorid frog,
Polypedates leucomystax, and one batagurid turtle, Mauremys mutica kami, Present results
also demonstrated the occurrences of another exotic batagurid turtle, Cuora flavomarginata,
and one emydid turfle, Trachemys scripta elegans, on Miyakojima for the first time, although

their establishment of feral reproductive populations remains uncertain.
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